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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


OF  THE 

Department  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  he 
observed  hy  Undertakers,  Sextons  and  all  other 
persons  in  charge  of  the  Preparation, 
Interment,  Disinterment  and  other 
disposition  of  Dead  Bodies. 


Rule  1.— No  interment  of  any  human  Depth  of  graves, 
body  shall  be  made  in  any  public  or 
private  burial  ground  unless  the  dis- 
tance from  the  top  of  the  box  con- 
taining the  coffin  or  casket  be  at  least 
seven  (7)  feet  from  the  natural  surface 
of  the  ground. 

Rule  2. — No  human  body  shall  be  Permanent 
placed  in  any  unsealed  over-ground 
vault,  catacomb  or  other  receptacle 
above  ground  or  in  any  under-ground 
vault,  except  such  as  are  fitted  with  a 
stone  covering  to  be  tightly  cemented 
after  each  interment,  unless  the  coffin 
or  casket  containing  the  remains  shall 
be  first  permanently  and  hermetically 
sealed  in  a metal  case. 
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Bodies  dead  of 
certain  diseases 
to  be  buried 
within  thirty- 
six  hours. 


Undertaker’s 

affidavit. 


Public  notice  of 
funerals  in  cer- 
tain diseases. 


Provided,  That  receiving  vaults  may 
be  used  for  the  reception  of  bodies  for 
a period  not  exceeding  thirty  days  dur- 
ing the  months  of  October,  November, 
December,  January,  February,  March, 
April,  and  not  exceeding  a period  of 
seventy-two  hours  during  the  months 
of  May,  June,  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, except  by  the  special  permis- 
sion of  the  Department  of  Health. 

Itule  3. — The  bodies  of  all  persons 
dead  of  Asiatic  cholera,  anthrax,  diph- 
theria or  membranous  croup,  epidemic 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis  or  cerebro 
spinal  fever,  leprosy,  plague,  relapsing 
fever,  scarlet  fever  or  (scarlatina) 
small-pox,  typhus  fever  and  yellow  fe- 
ver, shall  be  buried  within  thirty-six 
hours  after  death. 

The  undertaker  in  charge  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  execution  of  this 
order  and  must  present  an  affidavit  as 
to  the  facts  to  the  Local  Registrar  of 
the  district  in  which  death  occurred  on 
the  official  forms  prepared  for  this  pur- 
pose before  receiving  a burial  or  re- 
moval permit. 

Rule  4. — Whenever  any  person  shall 
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die  from  any  of  the  diseases  enumer- 
ated in  rule  three,  the  undertaker  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  preparation  and  in- 
terment of  the  remains,  shali  be  the 
only  person  authorized  to  insert  the 
published  notice  of  death,  and  shall  be 
held  responsible  therefor,  and  such 
notice  shall  contain  only  the  residence, 
name  of  deceased,  cause  of  death,  and 
date  of  death,  and  if  desired  the  name 
of  the  parents,  and  the  words  “no 
funeral.” 

Rule  5. — The  bodies  of  all  persons 
dead  of  Asiatic  cholera,  anthrax,  lep- 
rosy, relapsing  fever,  small-pox,  (vari- 
ola or  varioloid),  yellow  fever  and 
plague,  must  as  soon  as  possible,  after 
death,  be  completely  enveloped  in  a 
sheet  saturated  with  a mixture  of 
chlorinated  lime,  in  the  proportion  of 
one  pound  of  iime  to  one  gallon  of 
water,  a 20  per  cent,  solution  of  pure 
(not  the  dark  commercial)  carbolic 
acid,  a 1 to  500  solution  of  corrosive 
sublimate,  or  a 4 per  cent,  solution  of 
formalin,  after  which  it  shali  be 
wrapped  in  a layer  of  raw  cotton  not 
less  than  one  inch  thick  and  be  encased 


Preparation  of 
bodies  dead  of 
certain  diseases. 
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in  a coffin  or  casket  which  must  be 
immediately  closed  and  not  reopened 
for  any  purpose. 

Burial  must  take  place  within  the 
limits  of  the  registration  district  in 
which  death  occurred  or  in  some  dis- 
trict immediately  adjacent  thereto. 
The  transportation  of  such  bodies  ex- 
cept by  hearse  or  undertaker’s  wagon 
is  positively  forbidden. 

The  undertaker  in  charge  will  be 
held  responsible  for  the  execution  of 
this  rule  and  must  present  an  affidavit 
as  to  the  facts  to  the  Local  Registrar 
of  the  district  in  which  death  occurred 
on  the  official  forms  prepared  for  this 
purpose,  before  receiving  a burial  or 
removal  permit. 

Rule  6. — The  bodies  cf  all  persons 
dead  of  diphtheria,  or  membranous 
croup,  scarlet  fever  (scarlatina),  and 
epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  or 
cerebro-spinal  fever,  must  immediately 
after  death  be  enveloped  in  a sheet 
saturated  with  a mixture  of  chlorinated 
lime,  in  the  proportion  of  one  pound 
of  lime  to  one  gallon  of  water,  or  a 
20  per  cent,  solution  of  pure  (not  the 


dark  commercial)  carbolic  acid,  or  a 
1 to  500  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate, 
or  a 4 per  cent,  solution  of  formalin, 
and  the  body  wrapped  in  a layer  of 
raw  cotton  not  less  than  one  inch  thick 
and  be  placed  in  a coffin  or  casket 
which  must  be  immediately  closed  and 
not  reopened  for  any  purpose; 

Provided,  That  the  wrapping  may  be 
left  off  the  face  and  the  body  placed  in 
a coffin  or  casket  fitted  with  a glass 
top. 

Provided  also.  That  only  the  imme- 
diate members  of  the  family  be  per- 
mited  to  view  the  remains. 

Burial  must  take  place  within  the 
limits  of  the  registration  district  in 
which  death  occurred  or  in  some  dis- 
trict immediately  adjacent  thereto. 
The  transportation  of  such  bodies,  ex- 
cept by  hearse  or  undertaker’s  wagon, 
is  positively  forbidden;  except  that 
bodies  dead  of  the  diseases  enumer- 
ated in  this  rule  may  be  transported 
by  a public  conveyance  or  common 
carrier  when  prepared  in  the  following 
manner: 

The  bodies  shall  be  thoroughly  disin- 
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fected  by  arterial  and  cavity  injection 
with  an  approved  disinfectant  fluid, 
disinfecting  and  stopping-  all  orifices 
with  'absorbent  cotton  and  w^ashing  the 
body  with  the  disinfectant  solution, 
after  which  the  body  shall  be  com- 
pletely wrapped  in  a sheet  of  raw  cot- 
ton not  less  than  one  inch  thick  and 
be  encased  in  a metal  or  metal  lined 
coflrn  or  casket  and  be  hermetically 
sealed,  or  if  an  ordinary  coffin  or  cas- 
ket be  used  the  ouside  case  enclosing 
the  same  must  be  metal  or  metal  lined 
and  hermetically  sealed. 

The  undertaker  in  charge  will  be 
responsible  for  the  execution  of  this 
order  and  must  present  an  affidavit  as 
to  the  facts  to  the  Local  Registrar  of 
the  district  in  which  death  occurred  on 
the  official  forms  prepared  for  this  pur- 
pose before  receiving  a transit  permit. 

Rule  7. — The  body  of  any  person  dead 
of  an  non-contagious  disease  shall  not 
be  removed  from  the  registration  dis- 
trict in  which  death  occurred  by  public 
conveyance  or  common  carrier  except 
under  the  following  conditions:  First, 
when  the  remains  have  been  thor- 
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oughly  embalmed  and  disinfected,  or 
when  shipped  to  such  a point  as  can 
be  reached  within  twenty-four  Jwurs 
after  death,  they  shall  be  placed  in  a 
casket  or  cofRn,  and  the  said  coffin  or 
casket  shall  be  encased  in  a strong 
outer  box  made  of  good  sound  lumber 
not  less  than  seven-eighths  of  an  inch 
thick,  all  joints  must  be  ploughed, 
grooved  and  glued,  top  and  bottom  put 
on  with  cleats  and  cross-pieces,  .all  put 
together  with  screws,  to  be  tightly 
closed  with  white  lead,  asphalt  var- 
nish or  parafine  paint  and  a rubber 
band  placed  on  the  upper  edge  between 
the  lid  and  box,  and  strong  handles 
must  be  placed  on  each  end  and  side 
of  said  box.  Second,  when  bodies  are 
not  embalmed  or  the  destination  can- 
not be  reached  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  death  the  coffin,  casket  or 
outside  case  must  be  metal  or  metal 
lined  and  hermetically  sealed. 

The  undertaker  will  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  execution  of  these  rules 
and  must  present  an  affidavit  as  to  the 
facts  to  the  Local  Registrar  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  death  occurred  on  the 


Undertaker’s 
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Transfers  of 
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sit. 
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official  forms  prepared  for  this  purpose 
before  receiving-  a removal  permit  for 
said  body. 

Rule  8. — When  it  may  become  neces- 
sary to  transfer  dead  bodies  in  transit 
from  one  raihvay  train  to  another,  or 
from  one  railroad  station  to  another, 
or  from  raiioad  station  to  ferry,  the 
affidavit  of  undertaker  and  permit  of 
the  Local  Registrar  accompanying  the 
remains  from  point  of  original  ship- 
ment shall  be  in  all  cases  be  sufficient 
authority  for  such  transfer. 

Rule  9. — No  dead  body  shall  be  re- 
moved from  its  place  of  original  inter- 
ment except  under  the  folio-wing  condi- 
tions; 

No  dead  body  shall  be  disinterred 
except  a permit  for  the  same  be  issued 
by  the  Local  Registrar  of  the  district 
in  which  the  disinterment  is  to  be 
made,  the  fee  for  such  permit  shall  be 
fifty  cents,  to  be  paid  to  the  Local 
Registrar  by  the  person  making  the 
application,  who  shall  present  to  the 
Local  Registrar  the  correct  name,  date 
of  death  and  cause  of  death  for  the 
body  to  be  disinterred. 
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Disinterment  permits  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  sexton  or  other  person  in 
charge  of, burial  grounds  in  which  the 
disinterments  are  to  be  made  and  be 
by  him  returned  to  the  Local  Registrar 
on  Saturday  of  each  week. 

Ail  disinterments  shall  be  void  after 
the  expiration  of  seventy-two  hours 
from  the  date  of  issue  and  no  disin- 
terment shall  be  made  between  sunset 
and  sunrise.  No  disinterment  of  any 
dead  body  shall  be  made  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember except  by  special  permission  of 
the  Department  of  Health. 

No  disinterment  of  any  body  dead  of 
small-pox,  anthrax,  Asiatic  cholera, 
relapsing  fever,  yellow  fever,  epidemic 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis  or  cerebro 
spinal  fever,  scarlet  fever,  diph- 
theria or  membranous  croup,  shall 
be  made  within  ten  years  from  the  date 
of  the  original  burial  of  the  same  with- 
out the  special  permission  of  the  De- 
partment of  Health,  and  the  graves 
containing  the  bodies  dead  of  the  above 
named  diseases  shall  not  be  opened  for 
any  purpose  within  ten  years  from  the 
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date  of  orig-inal  burial  without  the  spe- 
cial permission  of  the  Department  of 
Health. 

The  remains  of  any  dead  body  shall 
not  be  exposed  to  view  after  disinter- 
ment without  the  special  permission  of 
the  Department  of  Health. 

The  transioortation  by  public  convey- 
ance or  common  carrier  of  any  disin- 
terred body  is  positively  forbidden  ex- 
cept the  coffin  or  casket  containing 
the  same  be  metal  or  metal  lined  and 
hermetically  sealed  or  the  outside  case 
containing  the  same  he  metal  lined  and 
hermetically  sealed. 

An  affidavit  of  the  facts  in  the  case 
must  be  presented  by  the  undertaker 
in  charge,  to  the  Local  Registrar  of  the 
district  in  which  the  disinterment  is 
made  and  from  which  the  body  is  to 
be  transported,  who  will  issue  a proper 
permit  therefor,  and  no  disinterred 
body  shall  be  so  transported  without 
such  a permit: 

Provided.  That  in  cities  and  bor- 
oughs disinterment  permits  for  bodies 
interred  within  their  corporate  limits 
may  be  issued  by  the  officials  desig- 
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nated  by  the  boards  of  health  of  such 
cities  and  boroughs,  subject  to  the 
above  rules  and  regulations,  and  the 
fees  therefor  may  be  regulated  and  dis- 
posed of  by  local  ordinances. 

Rule  10. — Any  person  violating  any  Penalties, 
order  or  regulation  of  the  Department 
of  Health  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  and  shall  upon  conviction 
thereof  be  punished  by  a fine  of  not 
more  than  $100.00  or  by  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  one  month,  or  both  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  as  provided 
in  Section  16  of  the  act  approved  the 
27th  day  of  April,  1905,  entitled  “An 
act  creating  a Department  of  Health 
and  defining  its  powers  and  duties.” 
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